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Richmond Community Schools 

approves the sale of the 

Roosevelt Civic Auditorium (i.e. the “AUD”) 

and adjacent Bus Garage Building 

to City of Richmond 
 

At the Richmond Community Schools’ Board of Education meeting on September 27, 2021, the 

Board approved a resolution authorizing the Superintendent to execute the sale of the Roosevelt 

Civic Auditorium (i.e. The “AUD”) and the adjacent Bus Garage to the City of Richmond for 

$1.00, with conditions that the building remain for public use for at least ten years. 

 

The Board of Education previously declared approximately 1.4 acres located at 35620 Division 

Road, Richmond, Michigan to be considered surplus property and authorized the Superintendent 

to undertake efforts to market the surplus property to sell.  The Board reviewed several proposals 

for the properties and selected the City of Richmond as the most viable option to keep the buildings 

for community use.  The City of Richmond submitted a proposal to utilize the buildings for senior 

programs through the Parks and Recreations Department.  The City of Richmond plans on 

investing more than three-hundred thousand dollars in immediate improvements to the facilities, 

which would include exterior brickwork, new roof and parking lot resurfacing. 

 

After receiving several proposals, the Superintendent submitted to the Board of Education a 

purchase agreement negotiated between the District and City of Richmond.  “The buildings have 

historical significance to our community.  The District has tried to keep the buildings from falling 

into disrepair through rental agreements with several organizations over the past twelve years.  

However, the two buildings need major renovations and improvements to bring them up to code 
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to utilize as school facilities.  The total cost would exceed $1 million dollars, which is money the 

District does not have.” said Brian Walmsley, Superintendent.  “The Board and I are excited to 

enter into this agreement with the City and look forward to the community programing the City 

has promised for these facilities.”    

 

The Board of Education Policy 3305 states, “The District may transfer real property to a public 

entity for less than fair value if the property is subject to a lawful deed restriction that it only be 

used for a public purpose.”  Board president Deborah Michon stated, “This is a win-win for both 

sides.  The taxpayer funded buildings will remain in the community for all to enjoy and utilize, 

allowing a piece of our town’s history to be saved.  We look forward to the City utilizing these 

buildings for parks and recreation programming for all to enjoy, especially our senior population.” 

 

The agreement also states if the City of Richmond were to sell the facilities within the first ten 

years after purchase, the School District would receive one-half of the net proceeds. 
 


